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Surry County Schools Hosted the NC Teacher of the Year 

 

Dobson, NC -- Surry County Schools was honored to have Mr. Freebird McKinney, the 2018 Burroughs 

Wellcome Teacher of the Year visit on Thursday, May 23, 2019.  Mr. McKinney’s day began at East 

Surry High with a greeting by the JROTC, school administrators, and the 2018-2019 and 2018-2019 

Teachers of the Year, Mrs. Sarah Joyner and Mr. Chad Freeman respectively.  Then, Mr. McKinney 

visited the College Corner and Lindsey Kennedy highlighting of the fluidity and flexibility students are 

afforded with personalized scheduling due to the commitment of the Surry County Board of Education 

to utilize Career and College Promise (CCP) to provide opportunities for students to graduate high 

school with certificate completions and many graduate with 15 or more credit hours at no cost to them or 

their families.  The tour continued into the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) classroom with students, 

Landon Stewart and Landon Smith explaining the Principles of Engineering and Vex Robotics.  Mr. 

McKinney also had fun manipulating and driving a motorized robot students had built as teacher Josh 

Shelton shared how STEM, coding, and designing are all incorporated into the course for AP credit.  

Student intern, Lauren Knopf interviewed Mr. McKinney in the digital media studio.  Later, FFA 

students, Cameron Nunn, and Devin Bullington highlighted the Animal Science lab and discussed the 

many opportunities students may participate in. 

 

Mr. McKinney’s visit continued on the Meadowview Magnet Middle campus as Mustang Student 

Ambassadors greeted him and explained some of the basic tenets of their STEM Magnet School 

including, acceleration, Hands-on Minds-on Learning, Mustang Scholars, and the Science Institute.  

While touring the Science Institute, Mr. McKinney explored the augmented reality sandbox and met the 

Science Institute Coordinator/Chemical Hygiene Officer, Mr. Jeff Edwards virtually via Google 

Hangout. Mr. Edwards was at Pilot Mountain Middle School working with 6th graders on testing the pH 

of the soil.  Later, Mr. McKinney toured a PLTW class called Medical Detectives where students were 

testing DNA using gel electrophoresis to solve a crime.  Mr. McKinney also participated in the Virtual 

Reality (VR) room and was able to view VR work students had completed in Minecraft. 

 

Cedar Ridge Elementary welcomed Mr. McKinney to their shire, where they #bringthejoy every day.  

Mr. McKinney was greeted by Student Council President, Cade Atkins who spent some time talking 

about life as a Cedar Ridge Panther.  Principal Donna Bledsoe and Assistant Principal Jenny Alyn Key 

explained that they have been working hard this year to promote the cultural mindset #kidsdeserveit.  



Mr. McKinney had an opportunity to experience students interacting with robots and coding using 

Cubetto, as well as touring classrooms and observing teachers thinking outside the box in order to 

engage children in their learning and very specifically to review for the EOG.   

 

Subsequently, Freebird McKinney, Dr. Travis L. Reeves, and Dr. Jill Reinhardt were greeted by 

members of the Surry Central High JROTC, school administrators, and the 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 

TOYs, Jessica Shelton and Ken Eiswald, respectively. The guests were served lunch by Mrs. Sabrina 

Wilmoth’s culinary students. During lunch, school administrators discussed the career and college-going 

culture at Surry Central, as well as the importance of building relationships to change school culture.  

 

Following lunch, Crystal Folger-Hawks presented information about the Next Generation Career 

Academy.  Senior, Caleb Snow discussed his paid internship with Smith-Rowe and that he’s been 

offered a full-time job with the company upon graduating this June. Senior, Lauren Golding spoke about 

obtaining her CNA licensure and college credits through the CCP program while interning at Chatham 

Nursing.  Senior, Ryan Martin shared how the partnership with Surry Community College has allowed 

him to earn 55 college credits, which will allow him to enter NC State as a junior this fall, saving his 

family over $40,000.  Afterward, Mr. McKinney talked with students about their school experiences, 

followed by a tour of the culinary lab where Mrs. Wilmoth shared a slideshow of the varied culinary 

classes’ catering events throughout the 2018-2019 school year.  

 

Once the school tours ended at Surry Central, Mr. Freebird McKinney spent 45 minutes at the Surry 

Government Center in a candid conversation with the Superintendent's Teacher Advisory Council 

composed of the 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 Surry County Schools Teachers of the Year who came 

together in one forum to collaborate with the NC Teacher of the Year. 

 

Finally, at 3:45 pm, the moment everyone had been waiting for arrived.  The doors opened for the 

whole-staff reception.  Superintendent Reeves introduced Mr. McKinney and shared, “I have known 

Freebird for many years since I was the principal at Eastern Guilford High School.  I know he has spent 

time in our schools today and he just had some time with the 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 Teachers of the 

Year.  Freebird is a champion for education and a dynamic speaker.  Thank you all for being here today.  

I know you will enjoy him and leave motivated to finish the school year strong!” 

 

Mr. McKinney presented for approximately one hour to over 165 captivated educators about Leading 

the Path of an Educator Culture Transformation.  Mr. McKinney was insistent that teachers be the 

bridge builders for students and stated, “Teachers must be the village teacher and provide the 

opportunities for true equitable and just access to educational opportunities for each and every one of 

our students.  If I were to ask the question of how many of you are from here, most of you would say 

yes, that you attended Surry Central or North Surry and came back to teach.  The concept of being a 

village teacher will spark the concept of what I mean when I say we need to reignite the spark of 

answering the call to become a teacher and I believe each and every one of you has answered the call.”   

 

We are confident Mr. McKinney saw what we know to be true, that it was a great day to be in Surry 

County! 

 

Pictured top:  CRES welcome to our shire sign. 

 



Second row left to right: ESHS JROTC - Nicholas Lawson, Mr. McKinney & Joshua Pack (photo 

courtesy of Hal Epperson) and PLTW Class - Jacob Haywood, Mr. McKinney, Josh Shelton, & Landon 

Smith. 

 

Third row left to right:  Mr. McKinney taking a picture of students coding with Cubetto at CRES with 

Avery Ayers & Kaden Horton and Mr. McKinney talking with MMMS Student Ambassadors Ashley 

Flores, Morgan Bryant, Emileigh Faw, & Macy Whittington. 

 

Fourth row left to right:  Tammy Cosby and Matt Scott look on as Mr. McKinney explored the 

augmented reality sandbox in the Science Institute and SCHS interns Caleb Snow, Lauren Golding, Mr. 

McKinney, Ryan Martin, and Crystal Folger-Hawks.  

 

Bottom row left to right:  Mr. McKinney with Dr. Reeves and the Superintendent's Teacher Advisory 

Council and Dr. Reeves introducing Mr. McKinney at the 4:00 district presentation.   

 













 


